Not Iong after setting foot in Beﬂing to teach English ata Prestfgious middle school,
[ ric Samson knew right from the start that his new life in (China was not going to be
easy: he was only 22 and fresh out of school himselxt, didr’t speak a word of Chinese,
never lived on his own, never taug}ﬁt a class before, and didn’t know a single soul amidst
a ncvcr~cnding sea of noise and Pcoplc. ..and for some reason, cvcry[)oa/ﬂ kceps

staring at him! And whg the hell is everyone ca”fng him / a0 Wal’anywags’?

Thus begins the extraorc]inargjoumeg thatis [ ao VWai- hina 7_/7roug/i the Eﬂes of
a Forc{gn Exloatr/}atc, a compilation of actual letters written by the author to his

friends and Familg over the course of two years while wor!cing as a teacherin China

Rich in detail and acerbic social commentary, [ ao Waioffers a scathingly cym’cal yet
often hilarious glimpse of what happens when an idealistic young man goes to the [Far
[ ast to find himself. . .and finds so much more. A Provocatively insfgh’mcul yet
affectionate tribute to China and to the Chinese, [ao Waris an unforgettably
Pcrsonal story that will touch your heart and open your eyes to what life is like in the
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